Argument Against State Issue 1

The current process for drawing new legislative districts is adequate and has served Ohio well
for many years. The gerrymandering that results from partisan control is not a bad process,
because it leads to one-party control of government and voters can know who to hold
responsible. Competitive districts are not a virtue, because politicians have to spend so much
time campaigning for reelection and are not able to do as much legislative work.

Even when the apportionment board is controlled by a single party, it is still representative of the
people’s will since the members of the board, most of whom are statewide officials, were elected
by popular vote. The board has been controlled exclusively by both of the major parties, so
neither side of the political spectrum can be seen as having a long-term hold on redistricting.
Historically, their control doesn’t last forever.

The current process can be trusted to maintain fair district lines; a “no” vote maintains the status
quo.
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