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CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICES 

Hon. Mike De Wine 
Ohio Attorney General 
30 E. Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Re: Summary Petition 

Dear Attorney General De Wine: 

I am hereby filing with your office on behalf of my client, Yes for Ohio's Energy 
Future, and pursuant to R.C. §3519.0l(A), a petition to approve a summary of a 
constitutional amendment to be proposed by initiative petition. The petition contains 
2,800 signatures of electors on 57 part-petitions and the summary and full text of the 
amendment to be proposed. 

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you. 

Very truly yours, 

J. Corey Colombo 
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INITIATIVE PETITION 

To the Attorney General of Ohio: Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code § 3519.0l(A), the 
undersigned electors of the State of Ohio, numbering in excess of one thousand, hereby submit to 
you the full text of a proposed Amendment to the Ohio Constitution and a summary of the same. 

TITLE 

The Ohio Clean Energy Initiative 

SUMMARY 

This proposed amendment would adopt Section 2s to Article VIII of the Ohio Constitution to: 

1. Direct the General Assembly to provide by law for the issuance of general obligation 

bonds and other obligations of the state in an aggregate principal amount of one billion 

three hundred million dollars in each fiscal year for ten continuous fiscal years beginning 

with the first fiscal year following the adoption of this section for the purposes of: 

• Energy infrastructure capital improvement, which shall include, but not be limited to, 

solar, wind, biomass, battery technology and geothermal facilities; 

• Research and development in support of Ohio industry, commerce, and business 

related to clean energy, which shall include, but not be limited to research and 

product innovation, development, and collaborative commercialization efforts 

between public and private entities; and 

• Development of sites and facilities in Ohio for and in support of industry, commerce, 

distribution, and research and development related to clean energy. 

2. Declare that the above purposes are proper public purposes of the state and local 

governmental entities and are necessary and appropriate means to create and preserve 

jobs and enhance employment and educational opportunities, improve the quality of life 

and the general and economic well-being of all people and businesses in the state, and 

expand energy infrastructure; 

3. Set forth other provisions regarding permitted uses within the above purposes of funds 

received from issuance of obligations under this section; 

4. Provide that the bonds and other obligations issued under this section shall be backed by 

the full faith and credit, revenue and taxing power of the state; 

5. Set forth criteria for issuance of bonds and other general obligations of the state under 

this section, including, but not limited to, length until maximum maturity and debt 

servicing; 

6. Require that the first issuance of such obligations each fiscal year shall provide for not 

less than sixty-five million dollars of the principal amount to be for the operational 

expenses of the Ohio Energy Initiative Commission; 



7. Permit funds raised from obligations issued under this section to carry forward from year. 

to year and specify that all funds raised under this section must be used solely for the 

above purposes; 

8. Provide that funds raised under obligations issued under this section shall be awarded to 

projects based solely upon the determination of the Ohio Energy Initiative Commission 

LLC, a limited liability company registered in the State of Delaware under File Number 

50946-50, or its successor organization; 

9. Require that implementation of funding of projects for the purposes set forth above shall 

utilize independent reviewers to review the merits of proposed projects and make 

recommendations to the Ohio Energy Initiative Commission regarding which proposed 

projects should receive funding; 

10. Provide that Ohio's public records laws shall apply to the Ohio Energy Initiative 

Commission to the same extent that it applies to state agencies generally; 

11. Prohibit the General Assembly and its members from participating in establishing the 

criteria for eligibility for an award of funds under this section, participation in the 

selection process for awarding such funds, setting the terms of any such award, setting 

criteria for or selection of the independent reviewers, or operations of the Ohio Energy 

Commission Initiative; 

12. Require the General Assembly and agencies of the state, upon the request of the Ohio 

Energy Initiative Commission, to take all necessary steps to seek and accept funds 

awarded by the Federal government in whole or part for any of the purposes contained in 

this section and to provide that such funds shall be awarded by the Ohio Energy Initiative 

Commission in the same manner as other awards; 

13. Set forth other provisions governing the Ohio Energy Initiative Commission; 

14. Require the General Assembly to pass laws implementing certain provisions of the 

amendment; 

15. Provide that certain other provisions of the Ohio Constitution would not apply to the 

obligations issued under this section or to the provisions of this amendment; 

16. Provide that the provisions of the section are independent of and not in derogation of or a 

limitation on powers, authority, determinations or confirmations under laws or other 

provisions of the constitution and do not impair any previously adopted provisions of the 

Ohio Constitution or laws of the state or local governments. 

17. Provide that in the event any provision of the section is determined by a court of 

competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable, such determination shall not affect 

the remaining provisions, which shall continue in full force and effect. 

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS 

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its 
circulation: 

Christina L. Gonzaga 945 Lynbrook Road, Columbus, Ohio 43235 
Maria A. Yonamine 124 Webster Park Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43214 
Kevin Howard 5273 Sweet William Court, Gahanna, Ohio 43230 



FULL TEXT OF LAW 

Be it resolved by the people of the State of Ohio that Article VIII, Section 2s of the Ohio 
Constitution be adopted and read as follows: 

§ 2s. Issuance of general obligation bonds for clean energy initiatives and economic and 
development purposes. 

(A) It is determined and confirmed that the development purposes referred to in this division, 
and provisions for them, are proper public purposes of the state and local governmental entities 
and are necessary and appropriate means to create and preserve jobs and enhance employment 
and educational opportunities; to improve the quality of life and the general and economic well
being of all the people and businesses in all areas of this state, including economically 
disadvantaged businesses and individuals; and to expand the energy infrastructure; all to better 
ensure the public health, safety, and welfare. Those purposes are: 

(1) Energy infrastructure capital improvement, which shall include, but not be limited to, solar, 
wind, biomass, battery technology, and geothermal facilities, including real property, interests in 
real property, facilities, and equipment related to or incidental thereto, and shall include, without 
limitation, the cost of acquisition, construction, reconstruction, expansion, improvement, 
planning, and equipping; 

(2) Research and development in support of Ohio industry, commerce, and business related to 
clean energy, which shall include, but not be limited to, research and product innovation, 
development, and commercialization through efforts by and collaboration among Ohio 
businesses and industry, state and local public entities and agencies, public and private education 
institutions, and/or research organizations and institutions; and 

(3) Development of sites and facilities in Ohio for and in support of industry, commerce, 
distribution, and research and development purposes related to clean energy. 

(B) The general assembly shall provide by law, subject to the limitations of and in accordance 
with the limitations of this section, for the issuance of general obligation bonds and other 
obligations of the state for the purpose of financing or assisting in the financing of the cost of 
projects implementing the above purposes for ten continuous fiscal years beginning with the first 
fiscal year following the adoption of this section. The state shall issue such obligations 
aggregating one billion three hundred million dollars principal amount in each of such fiscal 
years. Funds raised under this section shall only be used for the purposes set forth in this section 
and may carry forward from year to year until exhausted. The first issuance of such obligations 
each fiscal year shall provide for not less than sixty-five million dollars ($65,000,000.00) of the 
principal amount to be for the operational expenses of the Ohio Energy Initiative Commission 
described in this section. Such operational funds shall carry over from year to year until 
exhausted. 

(C) Each issue of state general obligations under this section for public infrastructure capital 
improvements or development of sites and facilities shall mature not more than thirty years from 
the date of issuance, and each issue of state general obligations for research and development 
purposes shall mature in not more than twenty years from the date of issuance; or, if issued to 
retire or refund other obligations, within that number of years from the date the debt being retired 
or refunded was originally issued. If state general obligations are issued as notes in anticipation 
of the issuance of bonds, provision shall be made by law for the establishment and maintenance, 



during the period in which the notes are outstanding, of a special fund or funds into which shall 
be paid, from the sources authorized for the payment of such bonds, the amount that would have 
been sufficient, if bonds maturing during the permitted period of years had been issued without 
such prior issuance of notes, to pay the principal that would have been payable on such bonds 

during such period. Such fund or funds shall be used solely for the payment of principal of such 
notes or bonds in anticipation of which such notes have been issued. Notwithstanding anything 

to the contrary in section 2k or 2m of Article VIII, obligations issued under this section or 
section 2k or 2m to retire or refund obligations previously issued under this section or section 2k 
or 2m shall not be counted against the fiscal year or total issuance limitations provided in this 
section or section 2k or 2m, as applicable. 

The obligations issued under this section are general obligations of the state. The full faith and 
credit, revenue, and taxing power of the state shall be pledged to the payment of the principal of 
and premium and interest and other accreted amounts on outstanding obligations as they become 
due (hereinafter called debt service), and bond retirement fund provisions shall be made for 
payment of that debt service. Provision shall be made by law for the sufficiency and 

appropriation, for purposes of paying debt service, of excises, taxes, and revenues so pledged or 
committed to debt service, and for covenants to continue the levy, collection, and application of 
sufficient excises, taxes, and revenues to the extent needed for that purpose. Notwithstanding 
Section 22 of Article II, Ohio Constitution, no further act of appropriation shall be necessary for 
that purpose. The obligations and the provision for the payment of debt service, and repayment 
by governmental entities of any loans made under this section, are not subject to Sections 5, 6, 
and 11 of Article XII, Ohio Constitution. Moneys referred to in Section 5a of Article XII, Ohio 
Constitution may not be pledged or used for the payment of that debt service. Debt service on 
obligations issued for the purposes in division (A) of this section shall not be included in the 
calculation of total debt service for purposes of division (A) of Section 17 of Article VIII, Ohio 
Constitution. 

(D) (1) The Ohio Energy Initiative Commission described in this section may participate in any 
public infrastructure capital improvement under this section with municipal corporations, 
counties, townships, or other governmental entities as designated by law, or any one or more of 
them. Such participation may be by grants, loans, or contributions to them for any such capital 
improvements. The entire proceeds of the infrastructure obligations shall be used for public 
infrastructure capital improvements of municipal corporations, counties, townships, and other 
governmental entities, except to the extent that the general assembly provides by law that the 
state may reasonably be compensated from such moneys for planning, financial management, or 

administrative services performed in relation to the issuance of infrastructure obligations. 

(2) Implementation of the purposes in division (A) of this section includes supporting any and 
all related matters and activities, including: attracting researchers and research teams by 

endowing research chairs or otherwise; activities to develop and commercialize products and 
processes; intellectual property matters such as copyrights and patents; property interests, 
including time sharing arrangements; and financial rights and matters such as royalties, licensing, 
and other financial gain or sharing resulting from research and development purposes. State and 

local public moneys, including the proceeds of bonds, notes, and other obligations, may be used 
to pay costs of or in support of or related to these research and development purposes, including, 
without limitation, capital formation, direct operating costs, costs of research and facilities, 
including interests in real property therefore, and support for public and private institutions of 
higher education, research organizations or institutions, and private sector entities. The exercise 
of these powers by the state and state agencies, including state-supported and state-assisted 
institutions of higher education, and local public entities and agencies, may be jointly or in 
coordination with each other, with researchers or research organizations and institutions, with 
private institutions of higher education, with individuals, or with private sector entities. State and 



local public participation may be in such manner as the entity or agency determines, including by 
any one or a combination of grants, loans including loans to lenders or the purchase of loans, 
subsidies, contributions, advances, or guarantees, or by direct investments of or payment or 
reimbursement from available moneys, or by providing staffing or other suppo1t, including 
computer or other technology capacity, or equipment of facilities, including interests in real 
property therefore, and either alone or jointly, in collaborative or cooperative ventures, with 
other public agencies and private sector entities including not for profit entities. In addition to 
other state-level monetary participation as referred to in this section or otherwise, state-supported 
and state-assisted institutions of higher education may, as authorized from time to time by the 
general assembly, issue obligations to pay costs of participating in and implementing research 
and development purposes. In addition to the other obligations authorized in or pursuant to this 
section, the general assembly also may authorize the state and state agencies and local public 
entities and agencies, and corporations not for profit designated by any of them as such agencies 
or instrumentalities, to issue obligations to borrow and loan or otherwise provide moneys for 
research and development purposes, including, but not limited to, obligations for which moneys 
raised by taxation shall not be obligated or pledged for the payment of debt service and which 
are therefore not subject to Sections 5, 6, and 11 of Article XII, Ohio Constitution. 

(3) Development of sites and facilities for the purposes in division (A) of this section includes 
acquisition of real estate and interests in real estate, site preparation, including any necessary 
remediation and cleanup, constructing and improving facilities, and providing public 
infrastructure capital improvements and other transportation and communications infrastructure 
improvements for and in support of the use of those sites and facilities for those purposes. State 
and local public moneys, including the proceeds of bonds, notes and other obligations, may be 
used to pay costs of those purposes. The exercise of these powers by the state and state agencies 
and local public entities and agencies, may be jointly or in coordination with each other, and with 
individuals or private sector business entities. State and local public participation may be in such 
manner as the entity or agency determines, including by any one or a combination of grants, 
loans including loans to lenders or the purchase of loans, subsidies, contributions, advances, or 
guarantees, or by direct investments of or payment or reimbursement from available moneys. In 
addition to other state-level monetary participation as referred to in this section or otherwise, 
state-supported and state-assisted institutions of higher education, and local public entities and 
agencies may, as authorized from time to time by the General Assembly, issue obligations to pay 
costs of participating in and implementing the development of sites and facilities. 

(E) Obligations issued under authority of this section, provisions for the payment of debt service 
on them, the purposes and uses to which and the manner in which the proceeds of those 
obligations or moneys from other sources are to or may be applied, and other implementation of 
those purposes as referred to in this section, are not subject to Sections 4 and 6 of Article VIII, 
Ohio Constitution. Obligations issued under authority of this section, the transfer thereof, and the 
interest, interest equivalent, and other income and accreted amounts therefrom, including any 
profit made on the sale, exchange, or other disposition thereof, shall at all times be free from 
taxation within the state. 

(F) Funds raised from issuance of obligations under this section shall be awarded to projects 
based solely upon the determination of the Ohio Energy Initiative Commission LLC ("Ohio 
Energy Initiative Commission"), a limited liability company registered in the State of Delaware 
under File Number 50946-50, or its successor organization. Awarding of funding for the 
purposes of the obligations issued under this section shall include utilization of independent 
reviewers to review the merits of proposed projects and to make recommendations to the Ohio 
Energy Initiative Commission concerning which proposed projects should be awarded support 
from the proceeds of the sale of obligations under this section. The Ohio Energy Initiative 
Commission shall be subject to the state's public records laws to the same extent as state 



agencies generally. The general assembly, and members thereof, shall not participate in 
establishing the criteria for eligibility for an award of funds under this section, the selection 
process for awarding funds under this section, setting the terms for any award of funds made 
pursuant to this section, setting criteria for or selection of independent reviewers under this 
section, or any of the operations of the Ohio Energy Initiative Commission. This section shall 
otherwise be implemented in the manner and to the extent provided by law by the general 
assembly, including provision for the procedure for incurring and issuing obligations, separately 
or in combination with other obligations, and refunding, retiring, and evidencing obligations; 
provision for ensuring the accountability of all state funding provided for the purposes in 
division (A) of this section; provision for restricting or limiting the taking of private property 
under Section 19 of Article I for disposition to private sector entities for the purposes in division 
(A) of this section or restricting the disposition of that property to private sector entities or 
individuals; and provision for the implementation of the purposes in division (A) of this section 
to benefit people and businesses otherwise qualified for receipt of funding for the purposes in 
division (A) of this section, including economically disadvantaged businesses and individuals in 
all areas of this state, including by the use to the extent practicable of Ohio products, materials, 
services, and labor. 

(G) Upon the request of the Ohio Energy Initiative Commission, the general assembly and 
agencies of the State of Ohio shall take all necessary steps to seek and accept funds awarded by 
the Federal government, in whole or in part, for any of the purposes set forth in Division (A) of 
this section. Any such funds received by the State of Ohio for the purposes set forth in Division 
(A) of this section shall be awarded by the Ohio Energy Initiative Commission in the same 
manner as set forth herein. 

(H) The powers and authority granted or confirmed by and under, and the determinations in, this 
section are independent of, in addition to, and not in derogation of or a limitation on, powers, 
authority, determinations, or confirmations under laws or under other provisions of the Ohio 
Constitution and do not impair any previously adopted provisions of the Ohio Constitution or 
any law previously enacted by the general assembly or by a local government. 

(I) In the event that any provision under this section is determined by a court of competent 
jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable, such determination shall not affect the remaining 
provisions, which shall continue in full force and effect. 
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