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Women

87% of Ohioans are : :
high gchool graduates. “7 Oblo

The
State Bird
- Cardinal

In 1933, the Ohio General
Assembly made the cardinal
Ohio’s state bird. The
cardinal’s scientific name is
Cardinalis cardinalis.

When Europeans first arrived
in Ohio in the late 1600’s,
Ohio was 95 percent forest
and cardinals were rare to the
area. As forests were cleared,
the habitat became more
suitable for cardinals. By the
late 1800s, cardinals had
expanded into the modified
habitat of Ohio and could be
found across the state.
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. . Because of its social stance as an anti-slavery state, Ohio was
ﬂfrlqav—'ﬂﬂ'\erl(ans a destination for a number of escaped slaves before the Civil
War. As early as the 1870s, members of the Society of Friends (a
° ° Peace Church within the Quaker faith) actively assisted former slaves
“7 OblO in their search for freedom. Ohio was important in the operation
of the Underground Railroad. While some escaped slaves passed
through Ohio on the way to Canada, a large number settled in Ohio,

particularly in growing cities like Cleveland and Cincinnati. By 1860,
almost 37,000 African-Americans lived in Ohio.

George
Washington
Williams

African-Americans also greatly contributed to the state’s culture.
George Washington Williams, who was originally born in
Pennsylvania, moved to Cincinnati and became the first African-
American elected to the Ohio Legislature in 1879. Williams retired
from politics after one term as state representative. However,

he continued to serve as a leader and spokesman for the black
community and later wrote History of the Negro Race in America
1618-1880. The publication of this two-volume, 60 chapter work
made Williams the first African-
American to write a history of his
race.

Jesse Owens, who grew up in
Cleveland and attended The Ohio
State University, won four gold
medals at the 1936 Olympics

in Berlin. Prior to the Olympics,
Owens set three world records
and tied a fourth in the span of

Paul 45 minutes during a Big Ten track
Laurence and field meet on May 25, 1935.
Dunbar Following the 1936 Olympics,

Owens retired from competition.

Paul Laurence Dunbar, an
author from Dayton, was the
first nationally-recognized African-American poet. The child of two
former slaves, Dunbar’s work often dealt with the efforts of African-
Americans to achieve equality in the United States. Aside from
having his work published in a number of periodicals of the day,
Dunbar also produced 12 books of poetry, five novels, four books of
short stories and one play.

Jesse Owens

In 1993, Lorain native Toni Morrison became the first African-
American woman to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature. Morrison
Toni has earned several honors for her work, including a Pulitzer Prize for
Morrison her 1987 novel Beloved. Morrison, who earned degrees from Howard
University and Cornell University, has also worked as an editor and
played a significant role in bringing African-American literature into
the mainstream.

State Flower - Red Carnation

Ohio adopted its official state flower, the red carnation, in 1904. The state
Legislature chose the red carnation to honor President William McKinley,
an Ohioan, who was assassinated in 1901. McKinley liked to wear red
carnations stuck in his buttonhole on the lapel of his jacket.

Alliance, Ohio is known as ‘Carnation City.’
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; The State Motto

During the early 1950s, the Ohio Legislature sponsored a contest to select a state motto.
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“With God All Things Are Possible,” became Ohio’s state motto on October 1, 1959. James

Mastronardo, a twelve-year-old boy, recommended this quotation from the Bible.

In 1997, the American Civil Liberties Union filed a suit against Ohio and its state motto,
claiming that this phrase violated the First Amendment to the United States Constitution,
which guarantees religious freedom and a separation of church and state. Various
federal courts sided with Ohio, allowing the state to retain the motto. Judges ruled that
Ohio’s motto does not endorse a specific god and, thus, was not a violation of the First
Amendment. Ohio is one of five states with the word “God”in their mottos.

With hundreds of museums, theaters and performing
arts organizations throughout the state, Ohio is a major
contributor to the arts community in the Midwest. Film,
music, literature, dance and displays of all kinds can be found
throughout the state representing nearly every race, ethnicity,
age, gender and cultural background.

Museums
Ohio is home to dozens of museums displaying diverse
collections that enrich the lives of Ohioans and visitors alike.
Some of the most notable art museums in Ohio include those
in Toledo, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Columbus, Youngstown,
Dayton, and Akron, encompassing everything from ancient
to contemporary art. Not only can art museums be found in
most major cities, but nestled in small rural communities
throughout the state as well, such as the Springfield Museum
of Art and the Allen County Museum of Art in Lima. Finally,
many of Ohio’s colleges and universities have museums
as remarkable as they are unique, such as Kent State’s
Museum of Costume and Decorative Arts and the University
of Findlay’s
Mazza Museum of
International Art
from Picture Books.

One of the most
unique and popular
- museums in Ohio,
i the Rock and
#  Roll Hall of Fame
‘ y and Museum in
Cleveland, is a
nonprofit institution
showcasing
thousands of exhibits
integral to shaping
music history.

PRET of Fame, Cleveland

Performing Arts
Organizations
From symphony
orchestras to
dance and opera
companies, Ohio
has a wide variety
of professional
performing arts
organizations,
many of which are
considered among the nation’s elite.

Two of Ohio’s most notable orchestra ensembles are The
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, the fifth oldest orchestra
in the United States, and The Cleveland Orchestra, one of
the “Big Five” orchestras (the classification given to the five
most prominent and accomplished in the nation) whose
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performance history, recordings, and extensive national and
international tours have earned them the reputation of one of
the finest symphony orchestras in the world.

Ohio is also home to several dance companies, including
Ballet Met in Columbus, one of the 15 largest dance
companies in the nation, and one of the premier African-
American Dance Troupes in the nation, the Dayton
Contemporary Dance Company, whose repertory includes
the world’s largest collection of dances created by African-
American choreographers.

Ohio is home to several opera companies, including those in
Cleveland, Dayton, Columbus, Toledo, and most notably, the
second oldest opera company in the United States, Cincinnati
Opera.

Theaters

Virtually every city in Ohio has a theater for actors and
musicians to display their talents. In Columbus, the Ohio
Theater, which opened its doors in 1928 and is now a National
Historic Landmark, is the state’s busiest performing arts
facility with more than 100 shows every year. Cleveland can
boast the second largest theater district in the United States
with the Playhouse Square Center, constructed in the early
1920s. The Karamu House in Cleveland is the oldest African-
American theater in the U.S. and is listed on the National
Registry of Historic Places.

Ohioans in the Arts

Not only does Ohio offer hundreds of venues and performing
arts organizations, there are several accomplished actors,
directors, singers, authors and artists who call Ohio home.
Actors Halle Berry, Drew Carey, Dorothy Dandridge, Bob
Hope, Paul Newman and Debra Winger all hail from the
Cleveland area. Sarah Jessica Parker (Nelsonville), Katie
Holmes (Toledo), Phyllis Diller (Lima), Annie Oakley (North
Star), Clark Gable (Cadiz) and Dean Martin (Steubenville) are
just a few of the other actors and entertainers from Ohio.

Award-winning director Steven Spielberg was born in
Cincinnati, Nobel Prize-winning author Toni Morrison is
originally from Lorain, and accomplished lyric-soprano
Kathleen Battle hails from Portsmouth.

Education in the Arts

Ohio also offers premier education and training in the arts.
The Cleveland Institute of Art has earned the reputation
for being among the top ten professional colleges for art
and design in the country. The Columbus College of Art &
Design is one of the oldest and largest private art colleges
in the nation. You can find music conservatories at Capital
University, Oberlin College, Baldwin Wallace, and the
University of Cincinnati, and nearly all public and private
colleges and universities in Ohio offer degrees in art, design,
music, and dance, displaying Ohio’s leadership in arts
education.

MORE [NFORMATION: OHIO ARTS COUNCIL WWW.OAC.STATE.OH.US
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Obio Busin

Hundreds of large businesses and corporations have
started or settled their headquarters in Ohio, attracted by
its diverse population, industry and economy. The unique
and compressed demographics of the state offer a market
where business owners can test and compare to provide
the best and most desired products available. The diversity
of the workforce is also a compelling attraction many
companies can’t deny. The following are just a few of the
many nationally recognized businesses in Ohio.

.

BANKING

Fifth Third Bank

Fifth Third Bank’s history can be traced back to 1858,
when the Bank of Ohio Valley opened in Cincinnati.

The Third National Bank was later organized and again
changed names in 1908 with the merger of The Fifth
National Bank and the Third National Bank before finally
settling on its current name in 1969.

Huntington National Bank

A $53 billion regional bank holding company, Huntington
Bancshares, Inc. is headquartered in Columbus and has
served its customers’ financial needs for over 140 years.
Huntington’s banking subsidiaries, Huntington National
Bank and Sky Bank, have more than 700 locations
throughout six states.

Key Bank

Cleveland-based KeyCorp is one of the nation’s largest
bank-based financial services companies, with assets
of approximately $94 billion. Key Bank employs
approximately 19,000 at more than 950 locations
spanning 13 states.

National City Bank

Founded in Cleveland in 1845, National City Bank is one of
the nation’s largest financial holding companies. According
to the Fortune 500, National City Bank is the ninth biggest
commercial bank in the United States. National City
operates approximately 1,300 locations across nine states,
and employs approximately 31,000 people.

INSURANCE

Grange

Based in Columbus, Grange has grown from its humble
beginnings as an auto insurer in 1935 to become a billion-
dollar insurance provider offering auto, home, life, business
and farm insurance protection through Grange Insurance
and Integrity Insurance.

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company

Founded in 1926 as Farm Bureau Mutual, Nationwide
has since ballooned to become one of the primary
insurance and financial services companies in the

world. The Nationwide family encompasses hundreds of
different companies throughout the country, but remains
headquartered in Columbus.

Progressive
Founded in 1937 and headquartered in Mayfield Village,

s e e a E—. PR, -

The Progressive Group of Insurance Companies ranks
third in the nation for auto insurance, with more than
10 million policies issued.

State Auto

In 1921, State Automobile Insurance Company was
founded with three employees and a rented room in
downtown Columbus. Offering only auto insurance in its
early years, today State Auto Insurance Companies focus
on both personal and business insurance offered through
23,000 independent agents in approximately 3,200
agencies throughout 29 states.

Westfield Companies

In 1848, a small group of Ohio farmers joined together

to form an insurance company to protect their property.
Located in Westfield Center, today Westfield provides
commercial and personal insurance and surety services to
customers in 28 states through Ohio Farmers, Westfield,
Westfield National, American Select, and Old Guard
Insurance Companies.

MANUFACTURING

AK Steel

Headquartered in Middletown, Ohio, AK Steel produces
flat-rolled carbon, stainless and electrical steel products,
as well as carbon and stainless tubular steel products. A
Fortune 500 company with more than $4 billion in sales,
AK Steel has more than 10,000 employees at major plants
across several states.

Cardinal Health

Founded in 1971 as Cardinal Foods, a small food
distributor in Columbus, Cardinal Health has morphed into
a global healthcare industry services provider with a vast
scope of products and services. Cardinal Health provides
technologies and services that help hospitals manage
patients’ medications, identify and prevent hospital-
acquired infections, and store and track medical supplies;
develops and manufactures a wide range of medical

and surgical products; provides logistics services to the
pharmaceutical industry; provides specialized nuclear
pharmaceuticals used to diagnose and treat conditions
such as cancer and heart disease; and distributes
products from 2,600 manufacturers to hospitals, surgery
centers, laboratories and physician offices throughout

the U.S. and Canada. In 2007, Fortune magazine ranked
Cardinal Health with more than $80 billion in revenue as
the 19th largest corporation in the nation, and the largest
corporation in Ohio.

GOoJOo

GOJO was founded in Akron in 1946 when Goldie and
Jerry Lippman teamed-up with a Kent State professor

to create a heavy-duty hand cleaner so Goldie and her
co-workers at a rubber factory could safely remove the
graphite, tar, and carbon black from their hands before
going home every night. Today, GOJO continues its focus
on hygiene and healthy skin with a product line that
includes Purell® hand sanitizer, Provon®, a comprehensive
line of healthcare products, and a complete line of soaps
and hand cleaners for washrooms, showers, and heavier
duty applications.

Goodyear

Founded in Akron in 1898, Goodyear originally
manufactured horseshoe pads, bicycle and carriage tires,
fire hose, sealing rings for canning, and rubber poker
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chips. By 1916, Goodyear became known as the world’s
largest tire company, and by 1926 became the world’s
largest rubber company. Today, Goodyear has more than
80,000 associates worldwide, and sales exceeding $18
billion a year.

Lubrizol

With headquarters in Wickliffe, Ohio, Lubrizol is an
innovative specialty chemical company that specializes

in producing a variety of technologies including lubricant
additives for engine oils, industrial lubricants, fuel
additives for gasoline, and ingredients and additives for
personal care products and pharmaceuticals. Founded in
1928, Lubrizol owns and operates manufacturing facilities
in 20 countries and has approximately 6,800 employees
worldwide.

NCR

Founded in 1884, the Dayton-based National Cash Register
Company (which later shortened its name to NCR) created
the world’s first cash registers. Over the last 120 years,
NCR’s technology has evolved to the retail systems, ATMs
and IT services of today.

Owens Corning

With its world headquarters in Toledo, Owens Corning
has continued to grow as a market-leading innovator of
glass fiber technology. Founded in 1938, Owens Corning
operates in 26 countries and has been a Fortune 500
mainstay for more than 50 years.

Parker Hannifin

The Cleveland-based Parker Hannifin Corporation is the
world’s leading manufacturer of motion and control
technologies, providing solutions for a wide variety of
commercial, mobile, industrial and aerospace markets.
With 292 plants in 46 countries, Parker Hannifin’s annual
sales exceed $8 billion.

Procter & Gamble Company

P&G was founded in Cincinnati in 1837 by William Procter
and James Gamble. The company originally manufactured
candles and soap, later expanding to produce dozens of
household brands and hundreds of items. Known primarily
as a soap producer in the 1930s, P&G sponsored a
number of radio programs which became known as “soap
operas.”

Sherwin Williams Company

Primarily known through its paint line, Sherwin Williams
is one of the largest general building materials companies
in the industry. Founded by Henry Sherwin and Edward
Williams in 1866, their slogans “Ask How, Ask Now” and
“Cover the Earth” are among the most recognizable in the
world.

Smuckers

The J.M. Smucker’'s Company was founded in Orrville

in 1897 with the company’s namesake and founder

selling apple butter out of a horse-drawn wagon. Today,
Smucker’s is one of the nation’s leading manufacturers of
fruit spreads, peanut butter, and shortening and oils, to
name a few. The Smucker’s Company includes brands such
as Smucker’s®, Jif®, Crisco®, Pillsbury®, and Hungry Jack®.

Timken

The Canton-based Timken Company has been designing
and manufacturing tapered roller bearings and specialty
steels for more than 100 years. With yearly sales of
approximately $5 billion, today Timken operates in 26
countries with approximately 25,000 employees.

RESTAURANTS
Bob Evans Farms, Inc.
Founded in Rio Grande, Ohio and settling its headquarters

OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE

in Columbus, Bob Evans Farms, Inc. is a billion-dollar
food service, processing and retail company with almost
600 locations throughout the country. The primary theme
for the company remains “country living” and was family-
owned until 2000.

Donatos
In 1963, Jim Grote, a sophomore at The Ohio State
University, purchased a small pizzeria on the south side
of Columbus for $1,300. Since then, Donatos has grown
to nearly 200 restaurants in five states, and is one of the
most popular and successful pizza chains in the region.

Max and Erma’s

Perhaps best known for their bathtub sundae bars or
18-topping garbage burger, Max & Erma’s started out

in 1972 as a local restaurant and bar in the German
Village area of Columbus. Now operating more than 100
locations in 11 states, Max & Erma’s continue to redefine
the fun, casual dining experience.

Wendy’s International, Inc.

The first fast-food chain to offer a drive-through window,
Wendy’s International was founded in 1969 by Dave
Thomas. Headquartered in Dublin, Ohio the first
restaurant was opened in Columbus and now has more
than 6,700 restaurants in the United States and other
countries.

RETAIL

The Kroger Company

An American supermarket chain, The Kroger Company
was founded in 1883 in Cincinnati and has since
expanded to several states. Kroger manufactures a variety
of general merchandise brands for bread, dairy, deli,
drug, grocery and nutritional items.

Limited Brands

One of the largest retail companies in the country,
Limited Brands began as a family business started by
Leslie Wexner. Wexner opened the business in 1963
with $5,000 he borrowed from his aunt. Since then,
this Columbus-based company has grown to be one of
the largest employers in Ohio with a system of support
companies ranging from logistics to design to real estate.
Limited Brands also owns several other popular stores
including Bath and Body Works, Victoria’s Secret and
White Barn Candle Company.

Macy’s, Inc./Federated Department Stores
Formerly known as Federated Department Stores, Macy’s,
Inc. is the largest department store retailer in the country,
operating more than 850 Macy’s and Bloomingdale’s
stores in 45 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, and
Puerto Rico. Macy’s, Inc. is headquartered in Cincinnati,
and employs a diverse workforce of nearly 190,000
nationwide.

UTiLiTy
American Electric Power

One of the largest electricity generating utilities in the
United States, AEP was founded in 1906 and calls
Columbus its home. The company serves parts of

11 states.

FirstEnergy
FirstEnergy Corp., headquartered in Akron, Ohio is the
nation’s fifth largest investor-owned electric system, based
on 4.5 million customers served within a 36,100 square-
mile area of Ohio, Pennsylvania and New Jersey.




Ohio Colleges and
Upiversities

Former Governor James Rhodes
proposed the idea that a campus of
higher education should be within a

30-minute drive for every Ohioan.

-

Boasting 13 four-year public universities with 23 two-year branch campuses, 24 two-year community and technical colleges, and more
than 50 four-year private colleges and universities, Ohio is truly a haven for higher education.

U.S. News and World Report ranks several of Ohio’s institutions among the best nationally, including Case Western Reserve University
(private), The Ohio State University (public), Miami University (public), University of Dayton (private) and Ohio University (public).

In the category of “Liberal Arts Colleges,” U.S. News and World Report ranks Oberlin College (private), Kenyon College (private), Denison
University (private), College of Wooster (private), Ohio Wesleyan (private), and Wittenberg (private) among the best in the nation.

Below you will find some general information on Ohio’s independently operated public universities. For more information on Ohio’s
community and technical colleges, please visit the Ohio Association of Community Colleges’ Web site, www.ohiocc.org. For more
information on Ohio’s private colleges and universities, please visit the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Ohio’s

Web site, www.aicuo.edu.

Location: Akron
Founded: 1870

Enrollment: 24,704 Colors: Blue and Gold
. Nickname: Zips Mascot: Zippy the Kangaroo
Web site: www.uakron.edu

Akron is the only public university in Ohio with a
science and engineering program ranked in the top
five nationally by U.S. News & World Report.
SU.
Bowling Green State University Location: Bowling Green
Founded: 1910
Enrollment: More than 21,000
Nickname: Falcons
Colors: Orange and Brown

Mascot: Freddy and Frieda Falcon
Web site:  www.bgsu.edu

Bowling Green State University offers a
transforming and defining educational experience
for its diverse community of 21,000-plus students.
BG&YOU - Changing the world by degrees.

Location: Wilberforce
Founded: 1887

Enrollment: 2,022

Colors: Maroon and Gold
Nickname: Marauders

Mascot: Marauder

Web site: www.centralstate.edu

Central State University is a
Historically Black University that provides access to
public higher education for all citizens of Ohio, and
throughout the country. The University is dedicated
to excellence in teaching, learning, scholarship, and
public service in a values-based environment.

Cleveland State
: University

Location: Cleveland
Founded: 1964

Enrollment: Approximately 16,000
Colors: Forest Green and White
Nickname: Vikings Mascot: Magnus
Web site: www.csuohio.edu

Recent research shows that at nearly 1,000
businesses across the country, a Cleveland State
graduate is at the helm as founder, chairman, CEO,
president, or top executive.

UNIVERSITY OF -K{

Cincinnati

Location:  Cincinnati
Founded: 1819
Enrollment: 36,500
Colors: Red and Black
Nickname: Bearcats Mascot: Bearcat
Web site:  www.uc.edu

Ranked as one of America’s top 25 public research
institutions, Cincinnati professors and grads are
responsible for inventing the first antihistamine
(benedryl), developing the first oral polio vaccine,
and designing the Golden Gate Bridge.

Location: Kent

Founded: 1910

Enrollment: 33,000 Colors: Blue and Gold
Nickname: Golden Flashes Mascot: Flash

Web site:  www.kent.edu

Kent State’s eight-campus network is one of the
largest regional campus systems in the country.
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Location:  Oxford
; Founded: 1809 BT g gt VLS o P il
MIAMI Enrollment: 15,766 . j v »
UNIVERSITY . H o v " THE UNIVERSITY OF - .
Colors: Red and White i - L
Nickname: RedHawks ] TOI_;SEDO o
Mascot: Swoop the RedHawk Location:  Toledo » ’
Web site:  www.miami.muohio.edu Founded: 1872
Enrollment: 21,270
With an 81 percent graduation rate and strong Colors: Midnight Blue and Gold
undergraduate research, Miami is annually named Nickname: Rockets Mascot: Rocky the Rocket i
Jﬂ‘(- F among the nation’s top public universities. Web site:  www.utoledo.edu ‘ 3
5 The University of Toledo is recognized as a major s

B force in contributing to the discovery of new
Nisetestem Ciie Linsersties technology and knowledge, offering a vast array of
COLLFGES OF MEDSCINE & PHARMACY } resources for undergraduate, graduate and faculty-

Location: Rootstown led research opportunities with 125 patents and
Founded: 1973 $60 million in research and grants.

Enrollment: 430 Web site: www.neoucom.edu

'

Northeastern Ohio Universities Colleges of

Medicine and Pharmacy is a public medical school Dﬂm 2

partnered with The University of Akron, Kent

State University, Youngstown State University and

Cleveland State University (for Pharmacy) offering Location:  Dayton VVRIGI—IT STATE

a combined B.S./M.D. program and a Pharm. D. Founded: 1967 UNIVERSITY

program. Enrollment: 16,870 i
Colors: Green and Gold

Nickname: Raiders Mascot: Rowdy Raider
Web site:  www.wright.edu

Wright State is a leader in the number of graduates
Location: Main campus who live and work in Ohio, contributing to the .
Columbus : growth of the state’s economy. Approximately two-
Founded: 1870 ¥ thirds of its more than 75,000 graduates live in
Enrollment: 60,347 Ohio, with nearly half staying in the Miami Valley.

Colors: Scarlet and Gray L
Nickname: Buckeyes ;
Mascot: Brutus the Buckeye ..';f.&.-..u. fis + D

Web site: www.osu.edu

i Youngstown |

STATE UNIVERSITY

As one of the largest universities in the nation,
Ohio State is a top 10 public research institution
according to the National Science Foundation.

Location:  Youngstown
Founded: 1908
Enrollment: 13,497 Colors: Red and White
Nickname: Penguins

Mascot: Pete and Penny Penguin

Web site:  www.ysu.edu

As of Fall 2006, 174 current Youngstown State
students were valedictorians of their high school
class.

Location:  Athens
Founded: 1804
Enrollment: Approximately 20,000

Colors: Green and White

Nickname: Bobcats

Mascot: Rufus the Bobcat

Web site:  www.ohio.edu

All enroliment numbers include all graduate, undergraduate, and
professional students enrolled at each university’s main campus most
recently reported by each university (generally Fall 2006 or Fall 2007).

Ohio University is the oldest public institution of
higher learning in the state of Ohio and the first in
the Northwest Territory.

State Beverage - Tomato Juice

] In 1965, the Ohio General Assembly made tomato juice Ohio’s
Location:  Portsmouth official beverage. In 1870, Reynoldsburg resident Alexander
Founded: 1986 Livingston began to grow tomatoes commercially. The annual
Enrollment: 3,820 Tomato Festival honors Livingston and the tomato’s importance to

Nickname: Bears Ohio’s economy.
Mascot: Shawn E. Bear . . .
Colors: Royal Blue and Dove Gray While farmers grow tomatoes across Ohio, the heaviest

Web site:  www.shawnee.edu concentration of tomato farming takes place in the northwestern
quadrant of the state.

Shawnee State University

Portsmouth, Ohio * www.shawnee.edu

Shawnee State is Ohio’s newest four-year
public university, and continues to grow each
year in enrollment and offerings.

Bell tower on Central Sta’fg‘t]niversity campus.(ba rouh'_a /mage}'_-a =
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Ohio Sports

or more than 200 years, Ohio has
had a fundamental impact on
sports in the United States.

Baseball

In 1869, Harry Wright, a
baseball enthusiast living
in Cincinnati formed

the first baseball team
made up entirely of
professional players, the
Cincinnati Red Stockings.
The Red Stockings
demonstrated baseball was
a viable business enterprise,

and paved the way for professional
baseball in America. Although Wright
moved the Red Stockings to Boston
after the 1870 season and joined the
newly formed National Association of
Professional Baseball Players, widely
considered the first-ever professional
sports league, Ohio’s relevance to
professional baseball continued.

The Cleveland Forest Citys emerged
as one of the original nine teams in
the league, perhaps most famous

for playing in the league’s first game
ever.

Professional baseball has continued
to thrive in Ohio through two Major
League Baseball franchises, the
Cincinnati Reds and the Cleveland
Indians. The Reds have won a total
of five World Series Championships
(1919, 1940, 1975, 1976, & 1990)
and the Indians have won two (1920
& 1948).

Notable baseball players from Ohio
include Hall of Famers Walter Alston

(Venice), Roger Bresnahan (Toledo),
Ray Brown (Alger), Ed Delahanty
(Cleveland), Buck Ewing (Hoagland),
Rollie Fingers (Steubenville),
Elmer Flick (Bedford), Jesse
Haines (Clayton), Miller Huggins
(Cincinnati), Rube Marquard
(Cleveland), Mike Schmidt (Dayton),
George Sisler (Manchester) and
the most successful pitcher in
Major League history,
Newcomerstown native
Cy Young, after whom
the “Cy Young Award”
(annually given to the
best pitchers in the
Major League) is named.
Other notable Ohioans
include Hall of Fame
pitcher Phil Neikro and
his brother Joe (Blaine),
who are the winningest brother
combination in baseball history, Pete
Rose (Cincinnati), who holds the
Major League Record for most career
hits, and seven-time Cy Young Award
Winner, Roger Clemens (Dayton).

7

Other Ohioans have made
notable contributions

to baseball off the
playing field. As a
front-office executive,
Branch Rickey (Flat)
made two of the most
important changes in
major league baseball in
the 20th century. As general
manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers,
in 1947, he signed African-American
Jackie Robinson to play in the
majors, breaking baseball’s color
barrier. Rickey is also credited with
developing the farm system that still
exists today in professional baseball.
Another executive, Cleveland
businessman George Steinbrenner
purchased the New York Yankees in

State Tree — Buckeye

1973. Under his 30-plus years as
owner, the Yankees have won the
World Series six times.

Football

Ohio was a leader in developing
modern-day professional football
from its beginnings in the early 20th
century. The American Professional
Football Association was founded
in 1920 in Canton, Ohio, and later
adopted the name of the National
Football League (NFL). Five of the
league’s first teams were from
Ohio: the Akron Professionals,
Canton Bulldogs, Cleveland Tigers,
Columbus Panhandles and the
Dayton Triangles. Because the
history of the NFL is so deeply
rooted in Ohio, the Pro Football Hall
of Fame was opened in Canton in
1963, and has since expanded its
museum to include five buildings
over 80,000 total square feet, and
has approximately 200,000 visitors
per year.

Today, Ohio is home to two NFL
franchises, the Cincinnati Bengals
and the Cleveland Browns,
and two Arena Football
League franchises, the
Columbus Destroyers
and Cleveland
Gladiators.

As a coach, Norwalk
native Paul Brown was
one of the most influential
people in football history. Brown
achieved success in every level of
football in the Buckeye State. He
posted a stellar coaching record at
Massillon Washington High School
before moving to the bench at The
Ohio State University, where he led
the Buckeyes to their first national
championship. Brown was also
the first coach of the Cleveland

In 1953, the Ohio Legislature designated the Ohio Buckeye, Aesculus glabra, as Ohio’s official
state tree. The tree is called the buckeye because its nuts resemble the shape and color
of a deer’s eye. The buckeye is relatively common in Ohio, growing especially well along
rivers and streams and in floodplains.

The buckeye tree has also provided Ohioans with their principal nickname—the Buckeyes.

Ohioans have referred to themselves as Buckeyes since at least the election of 1840,

when Ohio resident William Henry Harrison won the presidency. Harrison’s supporters

carved campaign souvenirs out of buckeye wood to illustrate their support for their fellow
Ohioan.

The buckeye has become better known as The Ohio State University’s nickname, personified
through their mascot “Brutus the Buckeye.”
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Browns and was one of the original
owners of the Bengals. Other
notable Ohioans in professional
football include Hall of Famers Paul
Warfield (Warren), Roger Staubach
(Cincinnati) and the only coach to
win four Super Bowls, Chuck Noll
(Cleveland).

A true pioneer of the game, Bill
Willis (Columbus) was Ohio State’s
first black All-American football
player. When he signed his first pro
contract with the Cleveland Browns
in 1946, Willis became one of four
African-Americans to permanently
break professional football’s color
barrier. Willis was inducted into the
College Football Hall of Fame in
1971 and the Pro Football Hall of
Fame in 1977.

Ohio also contributes something
important to every NFL game:

the football. Ada (Hardin County)
is home to the Wilson Football
Factory, the only dedicated football
manufacturing plant in the world.
Every ball used in the NFL comes
from the Ada factory.

Basketball

Ohio has been home to several
professional basketball teams but
it wasn’t until 1970 that
professional basketball
fully developed in Ohio,
with the expansion of
the National Basketball
Association (NBA) and
creation of the Cleveland
Cavaliers. The Cavs
struggled through their
early years, but enjoyed
several winning seasons and

playoff berths in the 80s and 90s.
The franchise has seen their highest
level of success most recently. In
2007 the Cavs earned their first
Eastern Conference Championship
and trip to the NBA Finals behind
superstar Akron-native LeBron
James.

Other notable Ohioans in
professional basketball include Hall
of Famers Jerry Lucas (Middletown)

and John Havlicek (Martins Ferry).

Ohio was an important part of the
resurgence of women’s professional
basketball with the Women’s
National Basketball League’s (WNBA)
formation in the late ‘90s. The
Rockers called Cleveland home from
1997 to 2003 and contributed

to the WNBA's instrumental

role in leveling the playing

field for women’s pro
sports.

Hockey and Soccer

The National Hockey
League (NHL) and Major
League Soccer (MLS) have
found warm receptions in
Ohio. Columbus is now home to
the Blue Jackets hockey team and
Crew soccer team, both franchises
bringing new venues and adoring
fans to their respective sports.

Golf

In 1899, Cleveland’s Coburn Haskell
and Akron’s Bertram Work partnered
to develop and patent the design
from which all golf balls are made
today.

One of the most notable professional
golfers of all-time, Jack
Nicklaus, is a native of
Columbus. Nicklaus is the
only player to complete
a career “Grand Slam”
on both the regular
and senior tours, which
consists of winning
all four of golf’'s major
championships.

Ohio is also the home to the
first African-American ever to

design and construct a professional
golf course. William Powell created
the Clearview Golf Course in East
Canton, which is the only
course designed, built,
owned and managed by y
an African-American in f
the United States.

Collegiate
With over 50 colleges and universities
throughout the state, Ohio has been
a perennial leader in collegiate
sports. The Mount Union College
Purple Raiders football team holds
the NCAA record for consecutive
victories, accumulating 55
straight wins in Division
[l play between 1996
and 2003. The Ohio
State University (OSU)
is considered a true
football powerhouse in
the Big Ten Conference,
having won 31 Big Ten
championships (outright or
shared) and seven national
championship titles. OSU
players have also won seven Heisman
Trophies, the award presented
annually to the best college football
player, including those won by
native Ohioans Vic Janowicz
(Elyria), Howard ““Hopalong”’
Cassady (Columbus), Troy Smith
(Cleveland), and the only two-time
winner in NCAA history, Archie
Griffin (Columbus). The namesake
of the award, Cleveland-native John
Heisman, was a prominent player
and coach in the early era of the
sport, and coached at the University
of Akron and Oberlin College.

Other notable Ohioans in college
athletics include Massillon-native
Bob Knight, the winningest college
men’s basketball coach of all-time,
and Clifton-native Woody Hayes,
legendary OSU football coach.

The Olympics
Ohio is not short on its share of
Olympic medal winners. Scott
Hamilton, originally from Bowling
Green, won a gold medal in figure
skating at the 1984 Olympics,
Cleveland-native Madeline
Manning brought home the
gold in track in the 1968
summer games, and
Jesse Owens, who grew
up in Cleveland, won
four gold medals in track
and field at the 1936
Summer Games.

MORE [NFORMATION: OHIO SPORTS AND RECS OPLIN.LIB.OH.US/PAGE.PHP>[D =63-33&MSG=
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The Oblo Burgee | IR - o v e of-

that line.

hio’s official flag was adopted by an act
of the Ohio Legislature on May 9, 1902.
The Ohio burgee (bar’je), as the swallow-tailed
design is properly called, was drawn by John
Eisenmann, architect and designer for the Ohio
State Pan-American Exposition Commission.

PLEDGE

In 2002, in celebration of the 100th anniversary
of the adoption of the Ohio flag, the Ohio
General Assembly adopted a pledge to the Ohio

. flag for the first time in state history. The pledge,
L “| salute the flag of the state of Ohio and pledge
The Ohio flag has three red and two white to the Buckeye State respect and loyalty,” can be
horizontal stripes. At its staff end is a blue B recited following the pledge of allegiance to the
triangular field whose apex is at the center o American flag.

of the middle red stripe; there are 17 white,

five-pointed stars grouped around a red disc FOLDING THE BURGEE

superimposed upon a white circular “0.”

. _ _ Step 1: Fold in half
Mr. Eisenmann explained the Ohio flag’s length-wise so the

symbolism most aptly: 3 points are aligned. lllllllullmlun"

“The triangles formed by the main lines of the
flag represent the hills and valleys as typified
in the State Seal, and the stripes the roads and

Step 2: Fold in half

waterways. . .

length-wise again,
“The stars, indicating the 13 original states of with the red disc
the Union, are grouped about the circle, which facing down.

represents the Northwest Territory; and that Ohio
was the seventeenth state admitted into the

Union is shown by adding four more stars. Step 3: Fold pointed
end back on itself.

“The white circle with its red center, not only
represents the initial letter of Ohio, but is
suggestive of its being the Buckeye State.”

DispPLAY Step 4: Fold two

j i inches of flag onto
When the flag of Ohio, or any state, is flown on itself.

the same halyard with the flag of the United

States of America, the U.S. flag should always

be at the peak. When flown from adjacent

staffs, the Stars and Stripes should be hoisted Step 5: Repeat two-
first and lowered last. ' inch fold 14 times,

alternating in a fan-
like manner.

When a number of state flags are grouped and
displayed from staffs with our national flag, the
U.S. flag should be at the center or at the highest
point of the group.

Step 6: Wrap
remaining length
of flag around
fan-folds to make a
rectangle.

When carried in a procession with the Ohio flag
or any state flag, the U.S. flag should be on the
marching right.

26 MORE [NFORMATION: OHIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY WWW.OHIOHISTORYCENTRAL.ORG/ENTRY.PHP:REC=1883
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Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

With more than 22,000 employees,
s ' Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, located

_-_“ AL & SReanel . near Dayton, is one of the top employers
“photo é_ in the state. Wright-Patterson is home

- to the Air Force Research Laboratory
and the National Museum of the United

States Air Force. At the base, weapons and flight systems are tested and modified. Other missions
include logistics management, research and development, education and flight operations.

In 1995, the Dayton Agreement, a peace agreement that put an end to more than three years of war
in Bosnia, was signed at Wright-Patterson.
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Jang On Sloopy .

State Rock Song - Hang On Sloopy

“Hang on Sloopy” is a rock song, recorded by the McCoys, a band from Dayton.

In October 1965, the song hit Number 1 on the American charts. Bert Berns and
Wes Farrell co-wrote the song, using a singer from Steubenville, Dorothy Sloop (who
performed under the stage name Sloopy) as inspiration.

“Hang on Sloopy” became tied with The Ohio State University after its marching
band began playing it at football games. Today, the OSU marching band plays the
song before the start of the fourth quarter of every Buckeye game.

In 1985, the General Assembly passed a resolution making “Hang on Sloopy” Ohio’s

?T—'- H[p‘po,_m&er REGORDS official rock song. To this date, Ohio is the only state with an official rock song.
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