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This publication gives Ohioans an opportunity to com-
pare the arguments for and against the statewide issue
on the November 4th ballot. The ballot language and

explanation for Issue 1 were written by the nonpartisan Ohio
Ballot Board. The argument for and the argument against
Issue 1 were written by the individuals listed and are print-
ed as submitted to my office.  

We urge all Ohioans to study the issue carefully and then
vote on November 4.
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ISSUE 1
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONALAMENDMENT

(Proposed by Resolution of the General Assembly of Ohio)

To adopt Section 2p of Article VIII of the
Constitution of the State of Ohio.

This proposed amendment would:
1. Be for the purpose of creating jobs and stimulating eco-
nomic growth in Ohio.

2. Authorize state and local governments to issue bonds and
provide other financial assistance to support “science and
technology based research and development purposes,”
including new product development and commercializa-
tion, capital formation, operating costs, public and private
institutions of higher education, research organizations,
institutions or facilities, and private sector business and
industry, as may be provided for by state or local law. 

3. Limit to five hundred million dollars ($500,000,000) the
total principal amount of state general obligations issued
under this amendment, and limit the amount that can be
borrowed in any one fiscal year to no more than fifty mil-
lion dollars ($50,000,000) plus the principal amount of
those obligations that in any prior fiscal year could have
been but were not issued, except that not more than one
hundred million dollars ($100,000,000) of principal amount
of those obligations may be issued in the first fiscal year of
issuance.  

4. Authorize the state to participate or to assist in the
financing of “science and technology based research and
development purposes” undertaken by local governmental
or private sector entities; authorize state-supported and
state-assisted institutions of higher education and local

1



4

public agencies to issue bonds or other obligations to pay
their costs of participating in and implementing those pur-
poses; and specify that these activities would be public pur-
poses not subject to the Ohio Constitution’s prohibitions
regarding lending aid and credit.  

5. Require that these obligations mature no later than
December 31 of the twentieth calendar year after issuance,
except that obligations issued to refund or retire other
obligations must mature no later than December 31 of the
twentieth calendar year after the year in which the original
obligation to pay was issued or entered into.

6. Authorize the General Assembly to pass laws providing
for its implementation.

If adopted, this amendment shall take immediate effect.

A majority yes vote is necessary for passage.

SHALL THE PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT BE ADOPTED?

YES 

NO 

EXPLANATION OF STATE ISSUE 1
(As prepared by the Ohio Ballot Board)

The purpose of this amendment is to create jobs and stimulate 
economic growth in Ohio. 

This amendment declares that state and local governmental finan-
cial assistance for “science and technology based research and
development purposes” to create jobs and stimulate economic
growth is a public purpose. 

This amendment authorizes state and local governments to issue bonds
and provide other financial assistance to support “science and technol-
ogy based research and development purposes,” including biomedical
and other research, new product development and commercialization,
capital formation, operating costs, and support for public and private
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institutions of higher education, research organizations, institutions or
facilities, and private sector business and industry, as may be provid-
ed for by state or local law, but excluding purposes already provided
for in Section 15 of Article VIII of the Ohio Constitution. 

It authorizes the state to participate in, or to assist in the financing of,
projects undertaken by local governmental or private sector entities,
including not-for-profit organizations. The participation may take the
form of grants, loans, subsidies, contributions, advances, guarantees,
or direct investment, or by providing staffing or other support, such as
computer or other technology capacity, or equipment and facilities,
including interests in real property.

This amendment authorizes the state and state-supported and state-
assisted institutions of higher education and local public agencies to
issue bonds or other obligations to pay their costs of participating in
and implementing “science and technology based research and devel-
opment purposes.” The amendment specifies that these activities
would not be subject to the prohibitions against lending aid and credit
in Sections 4 and 6 of Article VIII of the Ohio Constitution.  

This amendment limits to no more than five hundred million dollars
($500,000,000) the total principal amount of state obligations issued
under this amendment, and limits the amount that can be borrowed in
any one fiscal year to no more than fifty million dollars ($50,000,000)
plus the principal amount of those obligations that in any prior fiscal
year could have been but were not issued, except that not more than
one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000) of principal amount of
those obligations may be issued in the first fiscal year of issuance.
These would be issued as general obligations, backed by the full faith
and credit of the State, and would not be subject to the “cap” on state
debt service under Section 17 of Article VIII of the Ohio Constitution. 

This amendment requires that these obligations mature no later than
December 31 of the twentieth (20th) calendar year after issuance,
except that obligations issued to refund or retire other obligations must
mature no later than December 31 of the twentieth (20th) calendar year
after the year in which the original obligation to pay was issued or
entered into.

This amendment authorizes the General Assembly to pass laws pro-
viding for its implementation.



Argument for Issue 1

A YES vote on Issue 1 will help create more good jobs for Ohioans,
without raising taxes.

Issue 1 will help grow Ohio’s economy and help our state attract and retain
high paying jobs. Issue 1 should be approved for the following reasons:

ISSUE 1 WILL HELP CREATE JOBS. Issue 1 will help create
thousands of new, high-paying jobs in every region of Ohio – jobs in
advanced manufacturing, information technology, biomedical prod-
ucts, and other high-growth industries. 

ISSUE 1 DOES NOT RAISE TAXES. Bonds authorized through Issue
1 will not require a tax increase now or in the future. Repayment of bonds
has already been factored into the state’s long-range financial plans.

ISSUE 1 WILL HELP KEEP OUR CHILDREN AND GRAND-
CHILDREN CLOSE TO HOME. In recent years, thousands of
Ohioans left the state in the pursuit of good jobs.  Issue 1 will help
create the kind of good jobs that will help keep our children and
grandchildren close to home.

ISSUE 1 IS PART OF A BROAD ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT PLAN. Issue 1 is part of the state’s largest economic devel-
opment initiative ever launched. With federal and private sector sup-
port, Issue 1 will help generate $6 billion of new investment for
Ohio’s economy, leading to the creation of thousands of good jobs in
all regions of Ohio.

ISSUE 1 HAS BROAD BIPARTISAN SUPPORT. Issue 1 is support-
ed by Republicans, Democrats, Independents, business, labor and higher
education leaders. Nearly every major newspaper is supporting Issue 1.

Issue 1 will help create more good jobs for Ohioans, a healthier, stronger
economy for Ohio, all without raising taxes.

Vote YES on Issue 1.

GROUP TO PREPARE ARGUMENTS FOR ISSUE 1:

Senator Ron Amstutz Representative Kevin DeWine
Senator Steve Austria Representative Jim McGregor
Senator Tom Roberts Representative Barbara Sykes
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Argument Against Issue 1

Voting NO on Issue 1 means:

• You oppose expanding the ten-year corporate-subsidy plan known as
the Third Frontier. It is a program that strikes at the heart of our tra-
ditional free-market economy;

• You oppose putting the vast majority of businesses at an unfair com-
petitive disadvantage by pitting them against government-favored,
taxpayer-funded entities;

• You oppose a three-person, governor-appointed panel picking win-
ners and losers by determining who gets a tax break and who does
not. Technology development should be driven by free-market and
not state government;

• You oppose giving preference to certain businesses, universities,
researchers, and entrepreneurs who will profit financially from tax
breaks that are not given to all;

• You oppose allowing those individuals and corporations affiliated
with universities to use the tax supported infrastructure of a universi-
ty for their personal gain when formulating and marketing new goods
and services for their own profit;

• You oppose bypassing the Ohio Constitution’s 5% cap on state debt
service;

• You oppose putting an issue on the ballot before rules and regulations
for the program have been established; and finally,

• You oppose a $63 million increase in debt service. Ohio does not
need more government spending. By locking our state into bond
retirement, Issue 1 will shift funds away from legitimate services. 

Vote NO on Issue 1.

GROUP TO PREPARE ARGUMENTS AGAINST ISSUE 1:

Senator Lynn Wachtmann
Representative Tom Brinkman
Representative Diana Fessler
Representative Nancy Hollister
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Dates To Remember
September 30

Absentee balloting begins.

November 1 at noon
Deadline for applying for an absentee ballot by mail

for the November 4th election.

November 3
Deadline for voting an absentee ballot in person at a 

county board of elections for the November 4th election.

November 4
Election Day

Polls open 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

For more information contact:

Secretary of State J. Kenneth Blackwell
180 E. Broad Street, 15th Floor

Columbus, Ohio  43215
Telephone: (614) 466-2585
http://www.ohiospirit.org
election@sos.state.oh.us


