
Hundreds of thousands of businesses are based in Ohio in a variety of industries. Our economic 
well-being is directly tied to the success of these businesses. The Secretary of State’s office 
provides services for business enterprises throughout Ohio, including authorizing corporations 
to do business in our state and a number of other required filings. 
 
Whether a business is deeply rooted in its local community or it is the dream of an 
entrepreneur, each business will begin and continually work with the Secretary of State’s office 
throughout its lifecycle. I am committed to making this process as easy as possible so Ohio 
entrepreneurs can concentrate on starting and growing their companies.
 
This newsletter will introduce you to some of the services my office provides, as well as 
update you on some of the business trends in Ohio. If you need more information, or if there’s 
something you’d like to see in a future newsletter, please contact my office at 
businessnews@OhioSecretaryofState.gov.

Sincerely,

Jon Husted

May 2012

From the Desk of Ohio Secretary of State Jon Husted

Stay Connected

Ohio Business Forward
Business Services Division News & Updates

Email
If you would like to receive important updates on business services from the Secretary of State’s office, click here to sign 
up for future email notifications. 
 

Social Media
Stay informed on important updates and events as they happen.  Follow OhioSOSHusted on Twitter , Facebook or 
YouTube.
 

Contact Information
Business Services Division 
180 East Broad Street, 16th floor • Columbus, Ohio  43215 
Telephone: (614) 466-3910 • Toll Free: (877) SOS-FILE (767-3453) • TTY: (614) 466-0562 • Toll Free TTY: (877) 644-6889 
E-mail: busserv@OhioSecretaryofState.gov • On the web: www.OhioSecretaryofState.gov

Walk-in Client Service Center 
180 East Broad Street, Suite 103 (ground floor) • Columbus, Ohio 43215
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Leading the Fight Against Business Identity Theft 
Over the past decade, many unfortunate Americans have been the victims of identity theft. 
This crime has robbed people of their time and money. And while most of the victims are 
individuals, a rising number of businesses are being affected by identity theft.

Business identity theft, or corporate or commercial identity theft, happens when a business’s 
identity is used to transact business and establish lines of credit with banks and/or vendors. 
Similar to individual victims, businesses and those people associated with an enterprise can 
face potentially ruinous consequences. 

To help Ohio businesses protect their identities, the Secretary of State’s office has launched the business filing notification 
system, a free service allowing businesses to track any filing changes or updates. Once subscribed to the filing notification 
system, a business will receive an email the day after any document is filed with the Secretary of State. Businesses can sign 
up for the filing notification system here.

Other steps businesses can take to protect their identity include:
•	 Periodically check the state business filings, file on time and keep records up to date.
•	 Monitor credit reports and business accounts.
•	 Safeguard the company’s sensitive information, including account numbers and passwords, and encourage 

employees to do the same.
•	 Ensure that computer systems, networks and websites are secure.

You Need to Know

Business
ID Theft
Protect Yourself

New Business Filings on the Rise 

So far this year, more new entities have filed to form a business with the Secretary of State’s office than in 2011. The 
Secretary of State’s office has assisted with 23,800 new business filings in 2012 (January-March). This is a slight increase from 
the same time period last year, in which there were 22,221 new business filings. 

New business filings are classified as forms filed with the Ohio Secretary of State that declare the formation of a business 
entity, including for-profit, nonprofit and professional corporations, limited liability companies, partnerships, limited 
partnerships and limited liability partnerships. Filing as a business in Ohio does not guarantee the company will begin 
operations, be profitable or create jobs.
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Help in Starting a Business 
The Secretary of State’s office wants to help Ohio businesses succeed. To help 
entrepreneurs navigate the various types of filings required to establish a business in 
Ohio, the Secretary of State’s office offers several useful publications. To download an 
electronic copy or to receive any of these guides free of charge, visit the Secretary of 
State’s publications page.
 

Current available publications include: 

Guide to Starting a Corporation in Ohio

Guide to Starting a Limited Liability Company in Ohio

Guide to Starting a Nonprofit Organization in Ohio

Guide to Starting a Partnership in Ohio

Guide to Starting a Sole Proprietorship in Ohio

Guide to Secured Transactions Filing in Ohio

Guide to Registering Your Trademark or 
Service Mark in Ohio

New & Improved

Filing Made Easy 

Businesses filing with the Secretary of State’s office are required to file using a prescribed form. In 2012, filers will see updates 
to all of the Secretary of State’s forms. Using feedback from Ohio businesses and other frequent filers, the updates are 
designed to reduce common filing errors. Additionally, the updated forms include a correspondence cover sheet to assist in 
communication with the office. 

Most of the updated forms were updated prior to April 1. However, some new forms assisting with cooperatives, development 
and improvement corporations will be introduced in the summer. To see all of the forms currently available, visit the Secretary 
of State’s forms page.
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There are over 890,000 businesses in Ohio
•	 Nearly 250,000 are women-owned
•	 Over 88,500 are veteran-owned
•	 Over 82,000 are minority-owned

Ohio is a leader in the diversity of business industry
•	 Over 120,000 are involved in trade
•	 Over 120,000 are involved in construction
•	 Nearly 80,000 are involved in healthcare
•	 Over 27,000 are involved in manufacturing

Fast Facts
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Based on a 2007 U.S. Census Bureau survey of business owners
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Ohio Business Profile 

Ohioans should be proud of the businesses that call the Buckeye State home. To celebrate 
the work being done in Ohio, the Secretary of State’s office launched Ohio Business Profile, 
a monthly feature highlighting a number of Ohio businesses in a common industry or sector. 
Since June 2011, over 70 Ohio businesses from all around the state have been profiled. 
 
Profiled companies are known for creating interesting products, offering outstanding service, 
contributing to their communities and employing Ohioans. As we work to improve Ohio’s 
overall business climate, the demonstrated successes of existing Ohio companies can be one 
of the best marketing tools we have to encourage others to invest here, creating jobs and 
economic activity. 

Businesses are selected to display a diverse geographic, industrial and size representation. Profiles are created based on 
information provided by each business. Profiles can be viewed at www.OhioBusinessProfile.com or through the Secretary of 
State’s Facebook page.  All Ohioans are encouraged to submit suggestions for future profiles on this site.

Focus on Business

Secretary Husted Visits Ohio Businesses  
To see other businesses toured by Secretary Husted, visit the 
Secretary of State’s Media Center page.

March 30, 2012
Secretary Husted learns about the process of making some of the world’s most 
innovative children’s toys right here in Ohio. Founded in 1970, Little Tikes is best 
known for the Cozy Coupe riding toys and was selected for the December 2011 Ohio 
Business Profile Program.

February 22, 2012
Secretary Husted visits headquarters to commemorate new line of candles, “American 
Experiences”, entirely manufactured in Ohio. The A.I. Root Company, started in 1869, was 
selected for the December 2011 Ohio Business Profile program.

September 23, 2011
Secretary Husted tours manufacturing facility 
with owner, Brian Reis. Started in 1920, 
Ballriech Brothers Inc. is still family-owned and 
operated and was selected to be profiled in the 
first month of the Ohio Business Profile program 
started by Secretary Husted in June 2011.

April 13, 2011
Secretary Husted participates in the groundbreaking of new EPISCENTER building which 
will focus on advanced energy management. Headquartered in Cincinnati, GE Aviation is 
the world’s leading producer of large and small jet engines for commercial and military 
aircraft.
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