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data) and voter registration records in the Statewide Voter Registration Database provided by a
county board of elections.

In addition, the statutes that govern the counting of absentee ballots contemplate an immediate
resolution of the question whether an absentee vote should be counted or rejected. This is
demonstrated by the fact that R.C. 3509.06 instructs election officials that, when a challenge to
an absentee ballot is not sustained, they are to “open the envelope, *** remove the ballots
contained in it and proceed to count them.” If, however, a challenge to an absentee ballot is
sustained by the election officials and a vote is rejected, the ballot is to be marked “Not counted”
and returned or retained by the board of elections. R.C. 3509.06 and 3509.07, the specific
statutes governing the counting or rejecting of absentee ballots, do not provide for other
methods of segregating absentee ballots or postponing the counting of absentee ballots pending
further investigation.

If you have any questions about this directive, you may contact the elections attorney assigned
to your board.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Brunner



