
Mail or bring it to your county board of • 
elections, the Secretary of State’s offi ce, one 
of the offi ces or organizations listed above, a 
public high school or vocational school, or the 
county treasurer’s offi ce.

Have another person deliver it for you to • 
a county board of elections offi ce or the 
Secretary of State’s offi ce within 10 days of 
you completing the form.

Make sure that the form you fi lled out reaches your 
county board of elections at least 30 days before 
the election in which you plan to vote. Or, make 
sure that the form is postmarked no later than 30 
days before the election in which you plan to vote.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHEN SHOULD I REGISTER TO VOTE?
You can register to vote any time during the • 
year. Your registration form must be received 
30 days before an election or postmarked 
no later than 30 days before the election. If 
it is not, you will not be able to vote in that 
election.

Your mailed registration form must be • 
postmarked 30 days before the election. If it is 
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not, you will not be able 
to vote in that election. 

Someone else can • 
deliver your registration 
form for you. That 
person must bring it 
to your county’s board 
of elections or to the 
Secretary of State’s 
offi ce. That person 
must return your form 
within ten days and 
your form must arrive 
no later than 30 days before the election in 
which you wish to vote. 

WHAT IF I MOVED OR CHANGED MY NAME 
SINCE THE LAST TIME I VOTED?

If you are a registered Ohio voter, you must • 
report a change of name or address. Do this 
by completing a new registration form or a 
change-of-address form. You can get the form 
you need at: 

The Secretary of State’s Web site:  o
www.sos.state.oh.us
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The offi ce of any  o
Deputy Registrar of the 
Ohio Bureau of Motor 
Vehicles

The Department of Job  o
and Family Services

The Department of  o
Health – Women, Infants 
and Children (WIC) 
program

The Department of  o
Mental Health

The Department of Mental Retardation  o
and Developmental Disabilities

The Rehabilitation Services Commission o

Any state-assisted college or university  o
that helps students with disabilities

Public libraries o

Public high schools or vocational schools o

County treasurers’ offi ces o
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You can update your voter registration during • 
the 28 days before — and on the day of — the 
election. This may mean you will have to vote 
with a provisional ballot.

WHAT IF I AM NOT ABLE TO SIGN MY VOTER 
REGISTRATION FORM OR OTHER VOTING 
FORMS? 
You must sign or attach a signature to the voter 
registration form. This is an Ohio law. “Sign” or 
“signature” is your written, cursive-style legal mark 
that is written in your own handwriting.

If you do not use a cursive “sign” or “signature” 
in your regular and legal business, “sign” or 
“signature” means your other legal mark, such as 
your printed (non-cursive) name that you use in 
your regular and legal business. It must be written in 
your own handwriting.

If you are unable to sign your name
If you can, make an “X” on the signature line. 
You must then have the person who watched 
you make that mark put his or her name and 
address under the signature line.

If you are unable to make an “X”
You must show in some way that you want to 
register to vote. If you cannot make an “X” on 
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the signature line, the person who is helping 
you can sign the form instead. He or she must 
state that you want to register to vote.

If you are unable to sign your name, make 
an “X,” or make another legal mark
Have an attorney-in-fact sign your name 
for you. This person should sign your name 
when you ask him or her to do so, and while 
you are watching (see R.C.3501.382). To 
get an attorney-in-fact, you must fi rst fi ll out 
the correct forms with your county board of 
elections. You can get these forms from the 
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Secretary of State’s Web site at 
www.sos.state.oh.us. You can also contact 
your local county board of elections.

WHERE DO I VOTE?
Your voting location depends on the permanent 
address where you live and are registered to vote. 
The rules are based on Ohio law.

You will receive a card that tells you where to vote if 
you:

Registered to vote for the fi rst time, or• 

Have told your county board of elections that • 
you have a new address.

Registered voters can fi nd out where to vote or if 
they need to update their information. Call your 
county board of elections or go to the Secretary 
of State’s Web site at www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/
pollinglocation.aspx.

WHAT SHOULD I BRING WITH ME WHEN I 
VOTE?
You must bring one form of identifi cation with you 
when you vote. Accepted forms of identifi cation 
include:

Current and valid Ohio driver’s license• 
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Current and valid photo identifi cation issued • 
by the State of Ohio or the U.S. government

Military identifi cation • 

Copy of a current • 
utility bill

Bank statement• 

Government check• 

Paycheck• 

Other government • 
document (but 
not a document 
from the Secretary 
of State or your 
county board of 
elections)

All forms of identifi cation 
must be current, which means that it has not 
expired or was issued within one year of the date of 
the election. If you use a utility bill, bank statement, 
government check, paycheck, or other government 
document, it must have your current name and 
address.

Even the most well-recognized among us 

need to bring ID to the polls. 
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CAN I VOTE IF I DO 
NOT BRING ONE OF 
THESE FORMS OF 
IDENTIFICATION WITH 
ME?
Yes. If you do not bring 
one of these documents 
with you, you will still be 
able to vote. You will need 
to give the last four digits 
of your Social Security 
number. You will then 
be able to vote with a 
provisional ballot.

If you do not have any form of identifi cation, 
including your Social Security number, you can still 
vote. You will have to sign a form, swearing to your 
identity under penalty of election falsifi cation (see 
R.C. 3505.18(A)). You will be able to vote with a 
provisional ballot.

PROVISIONAL BALLOT

You will receive a provisional ballot if an election 
offi cial at your voting location tells you that you 
cannot vote a regular ballot. See the list below for 
reasons you might not be able to vote a regular 
ballot. 
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