JENNIFER BRUNNER
OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE

180 EAST BROAD STREET, 16TH FLOOR
CoLumMBUS, OHIO 43215 USA

TEL: 1-877-767-6446 Fax: 1-614-644-0649
WWW.SOS.STATE.OH.US

August 11, 2010
Via hand delivery

Steven M. Dettelbach, Esq.

U.S. District Attorney, Northern District of Ohio
Office of the United States Attorney

United States Court House

801 West Superior Avenue; Suite 400
Cleveland, OH 44113-1852

RE:  Referral of matter involving Chase Home Finance, LLC and violation of Ohio notary
statutes

Dear Mr. Dettelbach:

Enclosed are two (2) depositions involving the above referenced company and its practices in
notarizing foreclosure documents to effectuate title and right to foreclose of real property in and
beyond the State of Ohio.

As you are aware, my office is charged with licensing notaries public (R.C. 147.01 et seq.). During my
administration, there have been a number of suggestions from persons outside the office that notary
public practices by persons so licensed in Ohio have been lax. I have been concerned about this and
became even more concerned when the enclosed depositions were brought to my attention and I
reviewed them.

Below the signature line of this letter is a summary of the two enclosed depositions that took place in
mid-May of this year in Columbus of an employee of Chase Home Finance, LLC concerning its
general practices in the execution and notarization of documents related to foreclosures.

I am referring this matter to you for your review and potential investigation. In the enclosed
deposition transcripts, the deponent, in volume 1, an employee of Chase Home Finance, LLC, admits
she does not have personal knowledge and signs in multiple capacities as assistant secretary or vice-
president of numerous entities in order to do such things as assign interests between entities
including Deutsch Bank, J. P. Morgan, Chase Home Finance and MERS (Mortgage Electronic
Recording Service) to process documents needed to execute mortgage foreclosure actions.

For instance, she states under oath her staff looks at documents and brings them to her, and then she
attests personal knowledge without further investigation, relying on what her staff has done. She is
even made through power of attorney an officer of the Mortgage Electronic Recording Service (which
often holds title to real property liens so the home mortgage can be used for derivatives trading
without having to go through local county recorders' hands for mortgage-backed securities).

She attests that documents are notarized at sessions where 8 people from the financial institution
come to a table and simply start signing in these various capacities. There are 2 notaries, and it is for






